Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 HONG K 03746 0904 1 6Z 

11 

ACTION EA-06 

INEO OCT-OI SS-I4 ISO-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 PRS-OI SAM-01 

INR-05 CIAE-00 A-01 OPR-01 SCS-01 SCA-01 PM-03 DODE-00 

SSO-00 INRE-00 /040 W 

048072 

O 090400Z APR 75 

PM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4510 

CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 3746 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-I 
TAGS: CASC, VS 

SUBJECT: TIME/NY TIMES VIETNAM PLIGHT 

REF: HONG KONG 3607 

1. TIME MAGAZINE'SCHIEP OP CORRESPONDENTS MURREY GART IS HERE 
ARRANGING A FLIGHT OF TIME AND NEW YORK TIMES VIETNAMESE PER- 
SONNEL PROM VIETNAM TO HONG KONG ENROUTE TO THE UNITED STATES. 
WE HAVE TOLD GART PROM HIS PIRST CONTACT WITH US THAT WE CANNOT 
ADVISE HIM IN THIS UNDERTAKING, THAT GETTING HIS PASSENGERS OUT 
OP VEITNAM AND INTO HONG KONG IS A MATTER BETWEEN HIM AND THE 
AUTHORITIES IN THOSE PLACES, BUT THAT ONCE WE KNEW AND WERE 
PACED WITH THE PASSENGERS' PROBLEMS POR GOING ONWARD TO THE 
UNITED STATES, WE WOULD EXPEDITIOUSLY ADDRESS THOSE PROBLEMS. 

2. THAT TIME APPEARS TO BE APPROACHING. GART IS ABOUT TO TAKE 
UP THE MATTER WITH HKG'S POLITICAL ADVISER DONALD AND WE 
ANTICIPATE THAT DONALD WILL SAY HIS APPROVAL POR THE PLIGHTS'S 
ENTRY INTO HONG KONG HINGES ON THE CONGEN'S READINESS TO DOCU- 
MENT THE VIETNAMESE POR ONWARD TRAVEL TO THE UNITED STATES. 
DONALD WILL WANT TO AVOID HKG'S TAKING ANY RESPONSIBILITY 
POR PRUSTRATING TIME'S HUMANITARIAN UNDERTAKING. 
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3. WE HAVE POR SEVERAL DAYS ANTICIPATED AND DISCUSSED THIS 
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SITUATION (REFTEL). WE NOW NEED DECISIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS. 

WE BELIEVE HKG WILL IN THIS CASE ACCEPT A MINIMAL, 

INFORMAL ASSURANCE THAT, WHILE UNABLE TO GIVE GUARANTEES, WE 
ARE PREPARED TO ACT SWIFTLY AND TAKE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE. WE 
CANNOT GIVE THIS ASSURANCE WITHOUT WAIVERS ETC. WE REQUESTED 
REFTEL. 

4. IF DONALD QUERIES US NOW, WE PLAN TO SAY WE HAVE SOUGHT 
INSTRUCTIONS AND EXPECT THEM VERY SOON. 
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